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The Tale of Reginetta del Mare and the Sea Crystal 
 
 
 
This is a story of a magical island of dragons, a quest, incredible fish tacos and Leo 
and Eva. 
 
 
Ancient stories told of a special island within the Ionian Sea, located between Greece 
and Italy, where dragons live and flourish. It has been so for eons. It’s called the 
Crystal Island. It is an isolated place shrouded by mist which makes it invisible to 
anyone’s eyes.  The dragons on the island were described as having multiple heads, 
feathers and fins. Even the squids were covered in spots, which glowed.   
 
The island is supposed to have a large, very bright crystal, called the Sea Crystal, that 
has powers that nothing could surpass.  The Sea Crystal was protected by the dragons 
and kept in a huge lair with endless treasure. Even the pile of treasure and jewels 
from the ancient town of Leoneva was supposed to be in the lair. The giant bowl of 
Leoneva was covered in jewels, had silver and diamonds around the rims, along with 
the lion symbol of Leoneva, which was covered in diamonds.  
 
It was said that the one who holds the magical Sea Crystal has great power. Brave 
knights made quests, time after time, year after year after year, to find the Sea Crystal 
and take the treasure for themselves. Nobody could ever find Crystal Island, so the 
tale of island and the Sea Crystal became an old story told to children around 
campfires and giant bowls of pasta in Greece and Italy.  Of course, nobody believed it. 
Which was great for Crystal Island, because the story was actually true. 
 
 

LORENZO 
 
A young Knight-in-Training, Lorenzo Focaccia, was captivated by the story.  Lorenzo 
lived in a fishing village along the edge of Messina, on the Italian coast.   The village 
was named Villaggio di Pungitopo [pronounced: vi-LA-gee-o  dee PUN-ji-TO-po] (The 
Village of Holly”). Although fishing villages along the coast of the Ionian Sea have many 
beautiful trees, plants and flowers, Villaggio di Pungitopo grew the most beautiful holly 
bushes ever seen. It was rare and the village was well-known for it.  Also, as a fishing 
village, compasses are extremely important to navigate the sea. The emblem of the 
holly leaves and the compass were known throughout the region to represent Villaggio 
di Pungitopo. (‘Topo’ for short.) 
 
Lorenzo worked for his Uncle Ziti. Uncle Ziti had a business sewing nets for fishing 
crews in the village. So boring! His Uncle Ziti would retell the stories about Crystal 
Island that his father, the Great Linguini (he was famous for his pasta), told him. The 
Great Linguini was told the stories by his grandfather, Vermicelli. If the story was 
correct, Lorenzo’s great-great-great grandfather, Vermicelli, found the island and 
discovered the dragons and strange creatures nobody has seen before. He fought 
valiantly and narrowly escaped, but without the Sea Crystal or the treasure. His great-
great-great grandfather must’ve been so brave! 
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Lorenzo wanted to be a knight. He was going to Knight School, but he was only a 
young Knight-in-Training. He hated sewing nets in the small, smelly shack. It always 
smelled of sardines. Knight School required the Knight-in-Training to go on a quest to 
graduate. So, Lorenzo decided to go on a quest to find the Crystal Island, vanquish the 
dragons and bring the treasure and powerful Sea Crystal back to his fishing village. 
He would become the bravest of the Topos!  “How incredible will I be?”, the Knight-in-
Training said. Uncle Ziti rolled his eyes and told him to go back to work. 
 
Lorenzo knew his great-great-great grandfather Vermicelli had an old crumpled map 
and some notes along with some doodles of strange-looking dragons, a star, and a 
polka-dot squid.  That wasn’t much to go on, but he was determined to graduate from 
Knight School.  
 
Uncle Ziti told him, “Your great-great-great grandfather wasn’t too bright and hung 
around with his slimy friend, Bigoli Macaroni. The stories are fun to tell, but Vermicelli 
and Bigoli were always getting into trouble. They made up stories all of the time to 
impress the ladies. The whole thing is nonsense. Capisci? [ka-PEE-chee] 
 
Lorenzo responded, “I need to graduate Uncle Ziti. I have to do this! I will be the most 
famous knight in the Ionian Sea!” Uncle Ziti rolled his eyes and sighed.   
 
Uncle Ziti said, “Lorenzo, this is foolish. Do you really want to do this?”.  Lorenzo 
nodded and smiled. So, Uncle Ziti pointed to the closet in the back of the net shack 
and shook his head.  
 
A set of horribly rusted and dented armor sat in a pile of dust and fish bones. It stank, 
but Lorenzo was determined to go on his quest and cleaned the armor. It didn’t fit at 
all. His great-great-great grandfather apparently ate a lot of pasta. A LOT! The armor 
was huge! Undaunted and a little embarrassed (okay, REALLY embarrassed), Lorenzo 
set off in one of Uncle Ziti’s small sailboats with the huge armor, a shield and a helmet 
bearing the Villaggio di Pungitopo insignias, a dented sword, and a sack of food.  A 
large tin of sardines was specifically packed by Uncle Ziti for his voyage. 
 
The Knight-in-Training immediately got lost and floated aimlessly for days and days. 
The only food left in his sack was the big tin of sardines that his Uncle Ziti was famous 
for making. Lorenzo hated sardines. Everyone hated Uncle Ziti’s sardines. But Uncle 
Ziti was such a nice guy that nobody in the village could tell him how awful they were. 
Uncle Ziti was the only one in the entire region that liked his sardines. Lorenzo was so 
tired and wasn’t going to eat ANY Ziti sardines if he could help it.  Lorenzo sank into a 
deep sleep.  
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CRYSTAL ISLAND  
 
The dragon who held the Sea Crystal was named Reginetta del Mare, “Sea Queen” (in 
Italian).  Reginetta is from a long line of Sea Dragon royalty. The Royal Family is 
dedicated to protecting the Sea Crystal and the inhabitants of the magical island.  The 
island has existed for eons. An enormously long time. 
 
The Royal Cave and Grotto of the Royal Family lay at the summit of the highest 
mountain.  The enormous cave had stalagmites made of diamonds and stalactites 
made of rubies. The walls of the cave were made of onyx, sea opals and rare jade.  
Treasure, gold coins and priceless jewels filled the cave.  
 
The Grotto, the courtyard of the dragon’s lair, was encircled by large Blue Stones, 
native to the island and stronger than any other rocks in the world. When the light 
shone on the rocks at sunset, the Blue Stones reflect a pink color. Gold coins and 
gems spilled out of the cave into the Grotto and down the hill.  Special trees, called 
Dragon Trees, lined the pathway next to the Blue Stones. The leaves of a Dragon Tree 
are spikey and in colors of blue and green.  The tips of the leaves shimmer like gold 
when the leaves open.  The colors of the Dragon Trees blend in with the Blue Stones 
and the plants.  
 
Although, when the land quakes or the trees are strongly shaken, the Dragon Trees 
‘blow open’ like fireworks. The golden ends of the spikey leaves squirt out a horrible 
smell. It’ll knock anything out, except for a dragon. Dragon Trees grow throughout the 
island but were specifically planted around the Royal Cave and Grotto to protect the 
Royal Family from unknown danger.  
 
Reginetta del Mare is the Caretaker of the Sea Crystal. All female dragons of the royal 
lineage are the Caretakers of the Sea Crystal.  The Sea Crystal has the power to heal 
any being that receives its glow. The Sea Crystal is to be kept close to the dragon’s 
heart. It is the dragon’s heart that gives the Sea Crystal its healing powers.  
 
Reginetta is a fabulous multi-colored Sea Dragon. Her large green eyes and sea fins 
glow. Her green and pink scales light up in the sun and under the water. Her horns 
and jaw spikes are colors of the golden-orange sky. They all sparkle with traces of 
gold.   
 
Reginetta is a very rare type of Sea Dragon. Her scaled wings also have bright feathers. 
Some of the feathers glow in the night and sparkle when the sun shines on them. 
Some Sea Dragons have feathers, but Reginetta’s wings are the most elaborate. The 
back of her wings are blue scales that glitter in the day and at night. Her scales and 
her waterproof feathers allow her to skim through the sea with ease and great speed. 
Sea Dragons eat seafood. She’s amazing at creating a meal in no time. Her razor-sharp 
claws are purple and shimmer in the light.  
 
Reginetta is a kind, intelligent and skillful dragon. She has been entrusted to protect 
her island and the Sea Crystal. She takes that seriously. She remembers a long time 
ago, when a human landed on the beach and sought to steal the Sea Crystal and the 
treasure within the Royal Cave. That was a huge mistake on the human’s part.  
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REGINETTA AND RIGATONI 
 
Reginetta met Rigatoni (“Toni” for short) when she was young, only 123. Dragons live 
for several hundreds of years. Rigatoni was light purple, like shining diamonds and 
amethysts with horns of bright blue. His eyes reminded her of lemonade. She loves 
lemonade. She secretly really liked him, but he had to prove himself to win her heart. 
Or at least impress her.  
 
“What should I do to win your heart, my Reginetta?”, Rigatoni said.  
 
She thought of something complicated…. Hmmmm….  
 
“Okay…. Seek the Coral Pipes. The Pipes are pink and have the power to bestow 
restfulness and happiness to those who hear its music. Bring the Pipes back and I’ll 
see…. I dunno.”   
 
She swished her tail, fluffed her feathered wings and waddled off. Dragons waddle. 
They are too big not to waddle. He was smitten. He had been smitten for a very long 
time. He was just more smitten now. He was totally in love with her! 
 
Reginetta really didn’t know where the Coral Pipes were, but it was very important to 
have the Pipes on the island. If the island possessed the Pipes, the Royal Family would 
be able to take care of all of the islanders, no matter what happened. 
 
Rigatoni set out on his quest and flew over the Ionian Sea. His first stop was the Isle of 
Pan. It had a neon sign of “Isle of Pan” sticking out of one of the tallest palm trees. Pan 
was a Satyr that played a special wooden flute called Pan Pipes. A Satyr is half-human 
and half-goat.  
 
Pan was a great pipe player. He created the pipes and the music he played was 
beautiful. Rigatoni thought that if there are any special pipes, Pan might have them. 
Pan was a sly Satyr. Pan loved playing jokes on anyone or anything at any time. It was 
his island, after all. That’s all good and fine, but no one liked Pan. He was a selfish 
sneak.  
 
Rigatoni found Pan by a stream playing his pipes and basically doing nothing. Rigatoni 
made enough noise to get Pan’s attention. Pan jumped and tried to look ‘natural’. Pan 
looked at Rigatoni. He knew all about Rigatoni. He was an amazing flyer, he could 
scoop up the largest fish, he was charming, kind and the lady dragons just swooned 
over him. He was huge!  Pan was always envious of Rigatoni. Pan was always a pain. 
 
Rigatoni asked, “Pan…. Help me out, dude. I’m here on a quest to find the Coral Pipes. 
It’s important…” Rigatoni tried to look regal. Pan looked at him. Then he yawned and 
rolled his eyes. Pan knew that if Rigatoni was asking him for something, it must be 
important. 
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“Whatcha gonna do for me?”, said Pan. “I’m bored. Let me guess… Oh! I see! It’s a 
GAL! Ha! Toni … Well, well, well… You’re asking me to give you the Coral Pipes.  
Hmmmmm… I don’t seem to remember where the Pipes are.”  Toni rolled his huge 
lemonade-colored eyes. Pan could be such a drama Satyr.  
 
“Tell ya what….”, said Pan, “You go to Mount Olympus and talk to Jupiter. If you get 
him to give you a thunderbolt, you give it to me, and I’ll give you the Pipes. Otherwise, 
your outta luck.” 
 
Toni gritted his fangs and extended his amethyst and diamond-colored neck. His 
sharp horns were inches from Pan’s face. His yellow eyes stared into Pan’s.  Pan 
gulped and tried to look as if he didn’t care.  
 
“Go get the bolt, and you get the Coral Pipes.”, said Pan. Toni rolled his eyes. Pan 
rolled his eyes and tried to look bored. But the Pipes were requested by Reginetta, 
Rigatoni’s true love. Toni flew off to Mount Olympus.  The voyage took three human 
days. 
 
After Toni told Jupiter the long tale, Jupiter said, “Pan told you that? He’s a putz. He 
has no idea where the Coral Pipes are. The Pipes you seek are made out of special 
pink coral from the Ionian Sea embedded with Sea Diamonds. That’s Neptune’s area. 
Go ask him. He’d love to play a joke on Pan. Neptune can send a thunderbolt to Pan 
alright. In a huge storm! Ha! Oh, and ask Neptune if his wife, Salacia [sa-LA-see-a], 
can send Juno her clam sauce recipe. Neptune says it’s amazing. Now, go!” 
 
Toni left. When Neptune heard that Reginetta was the source of the request, he was 
very impressed and gave Toni the Coral Pipes, warning him to make sure Reginetta 
was happy. Or else. “Don’t be a putz!  Capisci?”, Neptune told him in a stern voice. 
Then Neptune stared really hard at Toni. Toni was really nervous. Neptune could 
change his mind in a flash. 
 
Neptune’s wife, Salacia, had just finished making lunch and brought out an enormous 
pot of her famous pasta and clam sauce. She insisted Toni taste the clam sauce. It 
was amazing! Salacia gave him a portion of clam sauce in a waterproof bag. She told 
him not to fly over the water for at least an hour after eating. “Now go home, like a 
good boy. And you be good to Reginetta! Capisci?” Toni capiscied.  He thanked them 
both and promised he would be a good boy. 
 
So, Rigatoni brought back the Coral Pipes and gave them to Reginetta. She was 
impressed. She always had a crush on him anyway and was totally smitten. They were 
both totally smitten. 
 
Reginetta, Queen of the Sea, and Rigatoni, now the Protector of the Crystal Island, 
lived in the Royal Cave along with Manicotti, the baby Prince (Mani, for short). Mani 
looks much like his dad, but he has his mother’s eyes, horns and fins. Reginetta and 
Rigatoni take care of the island and everything that lives on it. They are the source of 
healing to all things on the island. The Sea Crystal is attached to a necklace of pearls 
and has been for thousands of years. It now has been decorated by Mani. He had 
found shiny, glittery seashells on the Silver Beach with his best friends, Leo and Eva. 
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Mani stuck the shells onto the necklace of pearls somehow. Reginetta thinks that’s 
adorable.  
 
Rigatoni and Reginetta take turns flying throughout Crystal Island to make sure the 
elderly dragons are taken care of and the island is happy. If the Sea Crystal is needed, 
Reginetta will fly with the Sea Crystal next to her heart so she can give her healing 
powers. 
 
 

MANICOTTI  
 
Manicotti, the Prince, is a sweet dragon and very smart. He loves shiny things and to 
write letters to his best friends, Leo and Eva. Leo and Eva are Socotro Dragons that 
live on the far side of Crystal Island next to the Ionian Sea.  A Socotro Dragon has the 
ability to change the color of its scales when it wants to.  Usually, a Socotro Dragon is 
a turquoise color to blend in with the sea. It’s a beautiful color. The older a Socotro 
Dragon is, the more colors it can change into.  The Socotro Clan make their caves from 
shimmery seashells and sparkling coral. The caves are huge! The Socotros also make 
the best tuna salad (NO RELISH!) on the island.  Picnics with the Socotros are famous. 
 
Eva and Leo Socotro met the Queen and Manicotti recently on the Silver Beach looking 
for shiny shells.   Leo and Eva are experts at finding beautiful shells and coral. They 
spend a lot of time on the beach. Mani, Leo and Eva spend hours together playing on 
the beach. Mani’s fins will glow green and his scales will sparkle. Leo and Eva change 
colors now and then. They go for swims and build sea caves in the white sand. They 
have a grand time together. They are all best friends. 
 
Manicotti writes a letter every week to Leo and Eva. He likes to sit in the Grotto on 
mounds of gold coins and write his letters.  The main source of ink on the island is 
squid. Squids have ink. A squid is always needed at the Royal Cave for Prince 
Manicotti. No squid, no ink, no letter to Leo and Eva. Squids are important to the 
Royal Family. Squids are also important to the Socotros, as well. No ink, no letter to 
Prince Manicotti! 
 
 

LORENZO 
 
The Knight-in-Training was jerked awake when his boat ran aground into a sandbank. 
He fell into the water along with his armor and shield. The helmet landed in the sand 
and stuck there. Great-great-great grandfather Vermicelli apparently had a big head 
too. Lorenzo finally hauled himself out of the water and looked around. It was an 
incredibly beautiful place! 
 
So many trees! Giant palm trees covered the mountains. The sand sparkled like stars. 
The sky was a strange but beautiful yellow-orange. There was no way to determine 
what time it was.  The Knight-in-Training heard terrifying roars and the earth shook.  
A golden light shone brightly at the top of the mountain.  
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Lorenzo thought, “Surely, this must be the Sea Crystal Island! I’ll have the Sea Crystal 
and the treasure soon!” Lorenzo began to hike up the mountain that led to the source 
of the bright light. All he had was his over-sized armor, his helmet and a shield. He 
had no idea what happened to his sword. He left the sardines in the boat. He hated 
sardines. 
 
 

THE ROYAL CAVE AND THE ROYAL MESS  
 
And now…. At this moment…. 
 
Here comes the Knight-in-Training, Lorenzo. He can’t see because his helmet is too big 
and it has sand in it. He has to hang onto his armor with both hands, otherwise it will 
fall off. He can’t see.  He smacked into the Blue Stones. Ouch! He had no sword, but 
he had his shield. His helmet wasn’t helping. 
 
Reginetta was startled, but she smelled something like rotten sardines a while ago.  
This must be the rotten sardine thing! Ewww.  She glanced into the Grotto to see a 
human bumping against the Blue Stone wall in really awful armor. She knows all 
about knights. This thing doesn’t look like a real knight. She sighed and rolled her 
bright green eyes. She is about two dragon lengths away from the human. She’s 
unhappy. The stinky knight woke up the baby. Thanks for nothing!  Reginetta knows 
why the knight has come - the Sea Crystal and the treasure. Just like that other 
human. Geeeez. She rolled her eyes. 
 
Lorenzo’s helmet fell off, again. Then, he realized he was near the dragon’s lair. The 
gold and jewels sparkled in the sun. He saw a giant bowl encrusted in jewels that had 
the emblem of a lion in diamonds. That meant that it must’ve come from the ancient 
city of Leoneva. So, it was true!  
 
Reginetta sprang into the Grotto and roared. Lorenzo’s eyes grew wide and his helmet 
fell off, again.  The Sea Crystal was so bright, it shined like stars. He blinked. He 
couldn’t see for a few seconds. He was so scared that he passed out into a heap of 
gold.  Reginetta waited until he woke up. 
 
“What are you doing here?!”, Reginetta growled.  “No human is allowed on this island! 
And don’t tell me you are here for the Sea Crystal! That I’m wearing right now! Or 
anything else, for that matter!!  The Sea Crystal is sacred to the island and you are a 
pathetic, stinky thief. Look at you! AND… you woke up the baby, Prince Manicotti!  
You don’t look like a human that is worthwhile to live!”  Dragons can speak 
telepathically to any being in any language. Lorenzo was shocked. She glared at him, 
her glowing green eyes inches from his face.  
 
Reginetta thumped her tail into the huge pile of gold coins in disapproval. The Dragon 
Trees burst open into colorful spikes. The tips glittered like gold. And sprayed a 
horrible stink everywhere! Lorenzo passed out face-first into a pile of gold coins.  
 
Reginetta rolled her bright green eyes and gritted her fangs. She could see the knight, 
or whatever it was, posed no danger whatsoever (remembering the other human that 
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landed on the island).  What made her most angry was that the baby was awake. Just 
when she thought she’d get a nap on the pile of diamonds. For once.  
 
With a flick of her tail, the helmet and the shield were thrown back into the Grotto at 
the edge of the cave. The baby squealed and screeched. That could only mean one 
thing. “Oh no”, she thought, “there is no more ink in the cave!!” 
 
She thumped her tail into the heaps of gold. Lorenzo woke up and took a whiff of the 
stink. He passed out, again. She ground her fangs and rolled her beautiful green eyes. 
Then thumped the human on the head with her razor sharp, purple nails to wake him 
up. She snaked her head down to look into Lorenzo’s eyes – which are wide open at 
this point. 
 
“I’ll let you live on one condition.”, Reginetta growled. “You are going to have to go on a 
quest.” Lorenzo was starting to think he really didn’t want to go on any more quests 
ever again.  
 
(Reginetta loved quests. She would fly and explore for days on a quest. She had a 
group she did quests with and then they would all go get fish tacos. That is one of the 
reasons that she told Rigatoni to go on a quest. To see if he could do a quest.)  
 
She told him in a stern, telepathic mode: “Today is Monday. Tomorrow is Tuesday, 
which means it’s Taco Tuesday.  In order to live, you must travel across Mills 
Mountain and find Sal and Sally’s Taco Palace. They have the best fish tacos in the 
Ionian Sea.   
 
“You MUST come back here by tomorrow WITH the Super-sized Hot Fish Taco Happy 
Meal, WITH the free mask! AND, make sure you get the biggest squid they have! There 
MUST be a squid. Don’t come back without a squid! If you don’t get back here with the 
Super-sized Hot Fish Taco Happy Meal, the mask, and a squid, you won’t exist. 
Capisci? Oh, and get an extra order. Rigatoni, the Protector of the Island, will want 
some hot fish tacos, too. You don’t want to disappoint him! He’s huge!” She swerved 
her head to meet the Knight-in-Training’s eyes, then thumped her tail. The ground 
shook. The Dragon Trees did their smelly fireworks. Lorenzo passed out. Reginetta 
didn’t care at this point. 
 
When Lorenzo finally regained consciousness, he said, “Absolutely, your Highness! I’ll 
do anything you say!” (He tried the best not to pass out again. The smell was awful.)  
 
Reginetta said, “You’re going to have to request the Super-sized Hot Fish Taco Happy 
Meal, with the mask and squid, from the Chimeras. The Chimeras create the most 
amazing fish tacos on the island. You can find them at ‘Sal and Sally’s Taco Palace’. 
Bring everything HERE by tomorrow!! Hills Mountain is difficult to climb, so you are 
going to have to figure it out. Tell them the Queen sent you. They might let you live. 
Maybe.  And make sure you get the biggest squid! The baby needs ink. You spilled it!  
Now there is no ink for letters to Leo and Eva!”  Then she swatted the Lorenzo down 
the hill (just a little). 
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THE TACO QUEST  
 
Lorenzo hiked over Mills Mountain for hours and hours and hours (no easy feat with 
armor that is WAY too big) to find ‘Sal and Sally’s Taco Palace’. The palm trees were 
huge! It seemed to take forever. 
 
Sal and Sally were the Chimera, head of the Chimera clan. A Chimera is a type of 
dragon that can have two or three heads. Twins or triplets. Each head has its own 
personality. Although a Chimera has two or three heads, it only has one body. So, 
running the best fish taco establishment in the Ionian Sea takes some coordination. 
The staff is made up of the Chimera cousins and their octopus friends. Octopuses are 
very good at getting orders out. Eight arms and all… 
 
Thankfully, Sal and Sally get along and are famous for their fish tacos. Especially the 
hot tacos! It’s known throughout the island that Sal and Sally’s tacos are incredibly 
hot and delicious. In fact, the slogan is “So hot, it’ll make you breathe fire!”. All 
dragons love tacos.  In fact, everyone on the island loves tacos. The Taco Palace was 
painted in bright orange, red and yellow with a giant taco on the side. 
 
Sal and Sally, and the rest of the Chimeras, were busy making fish tacos when 
Lorenzo emerged from the palm trees. Sal and Sally turned to see a pathetic human 
with no shield or helmet and holding up his armor for fear of it would fall off. Looking 
terrified.  
 
Lorenzo was terrified! He had never seen such creatures, except in his great-great-
great grandfather’s drawings. Oh no! They actually DO exist! 
 
Sal turned to Sally in a shocked state, “Sally! It’s a human!!!” Sally yelled, “Sal! It’s a 
human!”.  They both screamed, “It’s a human!” and tried to get out of the way, only to 
trip over themselves and land in a heap. Sal and Sally pulled themselves together and 
snaked their two long necks and taco sauce-spotted heads inches away from Lorenzo’s 
nose.  
 
Sal and Sally could see that whatever it was, it’s terrified and they decided to have 
some fun at its expense. They knew that this human wouldn’t be living if it wasn’t for 
a reason. It must be the Royal Family. Queen Reginetta was always a creative dragon 
and could be really funny. Sending a human over Mills Mountain was a hoot! Sal and 
Sally tried not to laugh. 
 
“Sooooooo, what are you? Ingredients for our taco sauce? Hmmmm?”, said Sal.  
 
“Yeah… it might be something to put in the appetizers!”, said Sally. “I dunno, Sal, this 
thing smells like rotten sardines!”  
 
They winked at each other and stared hard at Lorenzo. 
 
Lorenzo passed out, face down. Sal rolled his eyes. Sally rolled her eye. (She only had 
one eye.) The three Chimera cousins (I guess you could say six…), Pauli and Paula; 
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Achilles and Athena; and Giovanni and Bianca, came out of the kitchen cave to see 
what the commotion was all about.  
 
“Is that a human?” said Pauli.  
 
“That’s pathetic”, said Paula.   
 
Achilles said, “I think my heel hurts.”  
 
Athena told Achilles to shut up. Giovanni and Bianca rolled their eyes (beautiful aqua 
blue) and wiped off some taco sauce. The octopuses were too busy with the tacos to 
notice. Or care. There was always some type of drama at the Taco Palace. 
 
Lorenzo finally woke up. All of the Chimeras heads were inches away. All 15 eyes 
staring at him. (Remember, Sally has only one eye.) Lorenzo told the whole story and 
of the Queen’s demands.  The Chimeras were the Queen’s favorite, so they knew this 
was really important.  
 
When Lorenzo told them about waking the baby and spilling the ink, they all rolled 
their eyes and gave him the worst “you-are-dead-to-me” stare, ever! Then the Chimera 
family put their heads together (literally) and thought up of a really embarrassing 
thing to make the human do in order to get the Super-sized Hot Fish Taco Happy 
Meal, with the mask and squid. 
 
They all snaked their heads down inches from the Lorenzo. Sal said, “First, you have 
to do the Bunny Hop until we say stop!”.  Sally, Pauli, Paula, Achilles, Athena, 
Giovanni and Bianca all said, “Yeah!!! The Bunny Hop!”, at the same time. Lorenzo 
thought, “No! Not the Bunny Hop!”, but it’s either that, or not exist. Lorenzo did his 
best to hold the armor in place and do the Bunny Hop. So embarrassing! 
 
Giovanni and Bianca hummed the tune. They were really great with show tunes, also. 
The Chimeras loved to sing show tunes!  The rest of the Chimeras just watched and 
tried not to snort. The human was pathetic. Achilles commented that the human 
might be doing a bad job because of his heel. All the Chimeras told him to shut up!  
After a few minutes of humiliating fun, Sal said he’d make the order for the Royal 
Family.  
 
All of the Chimeras and the octopuses put their best effort into making the best hot 
fish tacos for the Queen, Rigatoni and the baby, Manicotti. The Happy Meal taco bag 
and mask were orange, like the Taco Palace.  The mask was adorned with sequins 
because baby dragons love shiny things. And it’s for the Prince. So, there’s that.  
 
Sal and Sally always had some sort of advertising gig. At one time, they had ribbons 
with “Winner” on them to give to the turtles. The turtles loved it.  
 
When the winter winds turned the palm trees a deep blue on Mills Mountain, the 
Chimeras made hats with palm leaves sticking out. The octopuses churned out the 
hats in no time.  Just about everybody on the island had blue Winter Wind palm tree 
hats. They were very festive. 
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The Chimeras always included a golden trident with a Super-sized Hot Fish Taco 
Happy Meal. After all, Neptune’s son was named Trident. So, why not? 
 
At this time, the Dragon Trees were growing in full bloom. That meant any large 
vibration on the island would set off squirts of horrible odor. During Dragon Tree 
bloom season, Sal and Sally decided that colorful masks were a sure thing. The palm 
trees that grow on the Mills Mountain were perfect for the masks! The octopuses used 
some taco dye to make the masks the color of the Taco Palace. Brilliant! The masks 
were really popular during the Dragon Tree bloom season.   
 
The Chimeras loaded Lorenzo up with the Super-sized Hot Fish Taco Happy Meal with 
the extra order for Rigatoni, the Dragon Tree Mask and a great big squid. It was a 
Jewel Squid. Jewel Squids are famous for having spots which glow in the dark and its 
ability to produce ink. (If there is no ink, Prince Manicotti can’t write letters to Leo and 
Eva. It’s essential to have a good squid at the Royal Cave.)  
 
Lorenzo’s eyes widened. Wow! There really are huge, spotted squids! 
 
All four of the Chimeras (eight heads) squinted at Lorenzo. Sal said, “The Royal Family 
and us… we’re family, see?! On Protector Rigatoni’s uncle’s side! He’d be awful mad if 
you didn’t get back! He’s huge!” 
 
Sally added, “And the Queen will… well, we ain’t gonna say…” All eight heads and 15 
eyes zoomed in on Lorenzo with the enormous bag of Super-Sized Hot Fish Tacos 
(extra order for Toni), a giant polka-dot squid and the Dragon Tree Happy Meal mask.  
They all snorted at him and looked away, trying not to laugh. 
 
Sally told Sal, “What a putz, but a nice little human. I think he might make it back. 
Prince Manicotti is going to love the giant squid!” Sal nodded, then yelled at the rest of 
the Chimeras to get back to work. Achilles complained about his heel and that his side 
needed to take a day off. The rest of the Chimeras told him to shut up. The octopuses 
rolled their eyes. 

 
 

TACO TUESDAY 
 
The Knight-in-Training slogged up and down Mills Mountain for an entire day and 
night. As the sun began to set on Tuesday and the sky started to turn a red color, 
Lorenzo finally scaled the steep embankment to the Royal Grotto. Exhausted, he 
heaved the Super-sized Hot Fish Taco Happy Meal, with the mask and squid into the 
Leoneva treasure trove. Lorenzo fell face down into a heap of gold.  He was so tired. 
 
Reginetta knew the human was near by how much noise it was making. Dragons have 
exceptional hearing, especially when tacos are involved in the situation.  It didn’t help 
that it smelled like sardines. She laughed and snorted to herself. The Chimeras must 
have made the smelly human do something ridiculous. The Chimeras come from 
Toni’s side of the family. 
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When she saw Lorenzo face down in a hill of gold, she rolled her bright green eyes and 
inspected the taco delivery contents. Well! The human achieved the quest! Great! It is 
Taco Tuesday and Sal and Sally sent a giant squid to serve as Mani’s ink source.  
Letters to Leo and Eva were critical to the Royal Family.  
 
An extra serving of hot tacos was a nice treat. Way to go, Chimeras! She snorted to 
herself. She thumped the ground with her tail – the Dragon Trees popped up and 
squirted. Lorenzo had just started to get up, but he passed out again. The baby 
squeaked.  
 
“Well, at least we have our Taco Tuesday, Mani!”, Reginetta said.  “And look at the 
mask! Sal and Sally did an amazing job. Well done! It’s so shiny! Don’t you love it?”  
The baby squeaked and wiggled his tail happily. 
 
Reginetta, Rigatoni and Manicotti were happily munching on the hot fish tacos and 
staring at Lorenzo when he finally woke up.  He was so scared that he almost passed 
out again. He had not seen Rigatoni before. He was HUGE! All three of them rolled 
their luminous eyes at him, looking very irritated. They stared at Lorenzo. And 
growled. The gold coins rattled.  
 
“So, you came for the Sea Crystal and the treasure, right?”, said the Queen with her 
mouth full of hot tacos. “That was a really stupid thing to do. You could’ve lost your 
life and endangered the entire island!” 
 
 The Queen said, “You see, the Sea Crystal is a healing crystal. It only works if it is 
close to the heart of the Queen. That is the power that is infused in the crystal and 
has been for thousands and thousands of years. Eons, you might say. Those who are 
in need are given healing rays from the crystal, which comes from the heart of the Sea 
Dragon Queen. To humans, the power is useless.  It will only be a large, shiny crystal. 
That’s it. You’re a putz.  What possibly possessed you to do this? It’s so wrong!” She 
glared at him. Mani glared at him. Toni glared at him. 
 
Lorenzo gulped and recounted the stories he had heard about the Sea Crystal and the 
treasure passed down from his Uncle Ziti, Grandfather Linguini and Great-great-great 
grandfather Vermicelli.  Vermicelli wrote that he had landed on an island filled with 
dragons that had many heads, a dragon with wings wearing a bright star, and of 
course, the spotted squid. He trapped the dragons on a cliff, he fought for the Sea 
Crystal and the treasure, but a giant spotted squid threw him off of the cliff and he got 
away just in time.  Lorenzo explained he wanted to be a famous knight in his village 
and throughout the Ionian Sea, but he was only a Knight-in-Training. He tried to 
smile. It didn’t work. 
 
 

GREAT-GREAT-GREAT GRANDFATHER VERMICELLI 
 
Actually, Lorenzo’s great-great-great grandfather was a liar.  He wasn’t even a knight. 
He operated a business that sold worms to the people who fished in the village.  He 
wanted power and money, not to sell worms. Vermicelli was told of an island that 
contained the Sea Crystal and hordes of dragon gold by his buddy, Bigoli Macaroni, 
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who heard it from his sister’s boyfriend.  Bigoli made a bet that Vermicelli wouldn’t 
find the island and the Sea Crystal. But, if he did, they would split the treasure. 
Vermicelli agreed.  
 
Vermicelli needed armor and weapons, but they were really hard to find in the village. 
Selling worms didn’t make much money and Vermicelli was really fat. He finally found 
something in the armor yard from the next town over, Penne, and then started out 
across the sea. Bigoli thought he was brilliant to get Vermicelli to go find the treasure. 
Vermicelli planned to keep the powerful crystal and gold for himself. Bigoli wasn’t too 
bright. What a putz. Vermicelli loved money and he wanted to be able to wield power 
when he wanted to. The ladies would love him!   
 
By sheer luck, his boat ran into a sandbar on a beautiful beach. When he saw the 
golden glow at the top of the mountain, he knew he had arrived at Crystal Island. 
 
 

SHOW TUNES AND THE REAL STORY 
 
 
Rigatoni poked his head high with taco sauce on his snout after he listened to 
Lorenzo’s story.  “Wait!”, Rigitoni said, in disbelief. “Did you say your great-great-great 
grandfather battled dragons and a squid for the Sea Crystal and the treasure??” 
 
Lorenzo nodded. 
 
Reginetta, Rigatoni and Manicotti started laughing and snorting loudly at Lorenzo’s 
story! “That’s not the way it happened!”, Reginetta said through snorts and chuckles. 
 
The real story began when the Chimera family was taking a break from the Taco 
Tuesday rush when Vermicelli landed on the sandbar. It was Wednesday and they all 
loved looking out over the cliff into the turquoise sea. Giovanni and Bianca hummed 
show tune requests. Pauli and Paula were the main singers, Achilles and Athena sang 
harmony. Achilles had a great voice. Sometimes Achilles and Athena met with the 
Tenor brothers for song parties. (The Tenor brothers had three heads. They were called 
“The Three Tenors”.) Sal and Sally thumped their tail to the beat of the music. Their 
favorite tunes were “There’s No Business Like Taco Business”, “Everything’s Coming 
Up Tacos”, and “Anything Goes”. The squids love to go to the Chimera Wednesday 
Sing-alongs. They love to dance to show tunes. 
 
The octopuses were great helpers while they were gone. Actually, the octopuses looked 
forward to Wednesdays. They were happy not to hear Achilles whining about his heel, 
for a change. Salsa dancing took place throughout the kitchen cave between taco 
orders when the Chimeras took their day off. Octopuses can really salsa dance. Eight 
arms and all… 
 
Reginetta was invited to come sing with the Chimera clan that Wednesday. She had 
such a wonderful growl. They were all in the first part of singing, “Oh What a Beautiful 
Morning!”, when they spotted a fat human in shiny stuff who kept falling into the 
sand. They were intrigued. And laughed.  Achilles complained about his heel. 
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Everyone told him to shut up and rolled their eyes at him. They all continued to sing 
and watch the human. 
 
Vermicelli tried to hike up the beach embankment, carrying his dented sword. He fell 
back and landed in a heap. He managed to get himself out of the sand and try another 
time. He fell again into the sand. Over and over. No luck. He was too fat.  He couldn’t 
get his helmet off and soon gave up. He fell over into the sand, again.  
 
Vermicelli looked up at the cliff only to see the Chimera family screeching and roaring 
loudly, a colorful winged dragon with a shining star on its chest, and a great big pink 
squid with green dots jumping up and down. The dragons were covered in red 
splotches. Vermicelli apparently thought it was blood (it was taco sauce). He screamed 
and tried to haul his fat body out of the sand. 
 
The Chimeras stopped singing and looked at all of the other Chimeras. Reginetta 
looked at the Chimeras and the squid. The squid looked at all of them. The squid 
rolled his eyes. He had big eyes. The squid was just getting into his dancing moves. 
They all looked back at the human. The human somehow stumbled back to his boat 
and paddled off as fast as his fat little body could manage. The Chimeras enjoyed the 
spectacle, and then belted out few more show tunes with Reginetta.  Reginetta 
thanked the Chimeras and the squid for a lovely time. She flew back to the Royal 
Cave, humming. The Chimeras and the squid waddled back to the Chimera Cave for a 
nap. 
 
And… that was the true story the dragons told to their hatchlings over the years!  It 
was a funny story. Reginetta and Rigatoni were snorting and laughing. The baby 
squeaked happily, his tail flipping back and forth. 
 
Lorenzo was surprised. But, not really. He knew his family was a bit odd and could 
exaggerate. A lot. As you know, Uncle Ziti boasted how wonderful his sardines are, 
and that was a total lie! (Even Uncle Ziti said that Vermicelli wasn’t too bright.) 
 
 

TACOS AND LIMBO CONTESTS 
 
The Royal Family finished their hot tacos. They even gave Lorenzo a hot fish taco. 
Reginetta and Rigatoni thanked Lorenzo for the tacos and the Happy Meal. Lorenzo 
was happily munching away, when Reginetta and Toni looked deep into Lorenzo’s 
eyes.  They slowly hypnotized him with their luminous, glowing eyes.  
 
They told him that the island didn’t exist and that there was no such thing as the Sea 
Crystal or an enormous amount of treasure. Instead, he had landed on an island 
where he won a limbo contest and lost his armor.  They told him that Knight School 
was a waste of time and he wouldn’t want to go on quests anymore. Instead, he will 
create his own taco business and will be famous for his tacos and limbo contests.  
 
They made sure the knight slept heavily. They tried not to laugh. The trees would 
explode again.  
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Together, Reginetta, Rigatoni and Manicotti flew Lorenzo, still in a deep sleep, down to 
the beach the next morning. They poked around and made sure the boat was sea-
worthy, then plopped him within it, without the map. The baby squeaked happily. The 
Chimeras were there. Rigatoni roared to Sal and Sally earlier about sending the 
Knight-in-Training back out into the sea. It was Wednesday, and the whole Chimera 
Clan was there. It was their time off anyway. They helped the Royal Family push the 
small boat far out to sea with a flip of their tails. Sal added a “Winner” ribbon he had 
left over from the turtle promotion. They all snickered. Achilles was just about to open 
his mouth when all heads swung around and gave him a “if-I-hear-this-one-more-
time” stare. Achilles said nothing, for once.  The Royal Family sang “We All Love 
Tacos!” with the Chimeras and then flew off to the Royal Cave. Mani wanted to send a 
letter to Leo and Eva.  
 
Lorenzo woke up as his boat ran aground on a sandbar next to his village. He was 
thrilled to remember finding an island with a limbo contest that he apparently won 
somehow (he had a “Winner” ribbon)! He had never won anything in his life! He 
decided quests were totally lame and quit Knight School.  Lorenzo had a deep desire to 
open a taco stand with limbo contests.  His monthly limbo contests were legendary in 
Topo and the participants always received a golden trident (okay, it was made out of 
wood, but he painted them gold) and the winner received a huge “Winner” ribbon. 
Lorenzo didn’t remember where those ideas came from. The golden trident became 
Lorenzo’s symbol that was painted on his orangy-red taco place. Uncle Viti suggested 
that Lorenzo sell his sardines. It never happened. 
 
 

THE REST OF THE STORY 
 
Neptune sent a hurricane to the Isle of Pan. Pan had problems finding a place on the 
island to avoid the flood. The only place that was dry was the Dragon Tree grove and it 
smelled absolutely horrendous. He knew he was going to have to order the Super-sized 
Hot Fish Taco Happy Meal from the Chimeras in order to get a mask. The Chimeras 
didn’t like him. Nobody liked him.  
 
The Chimeras made Pan do the Bunny Hop ten times around the Taco Palace and sing 
show tunes. Giovanni and Bianca weren’t impressed, booed and threw taco sauce. The 
Chimeras snickered and snorted and then finally gave Pan a mask, but not with 
sequins and no tacos! 
 
Jupiter’s wife, Juno, now makes great clam sauce, thanks to Toni, Neptune and 
Salacia. Jupiter says it’s amazing! 
 
Leo and Eva get a letter from Mani every week. Leo and Eva send a letter to Mani every 
week.  Now and then, the three of them spend days on the Silver Beach and eat 
delicious tuna salad sandwiches.  There are sleepovers at the Royal Cave and they 
play Hide and Seek in the mountains of treasure. They are the best of friends and 
always will be. 
 

The End 


